
GREETINGS
This is the time of 

the year to express our 
gratitude to all our 
supporters who have 
generously contributed 

to the success of the department. These 
funds have helped provide students 
with scholarships, bursaries and travel 
grants to conferences. We have also 
utilized these donations to leverage 
for fundings from other sources to 
purchase/update instruments that have 
been pivotal in creating an excellent 
learning and research environment for 
our students and faculty. My special 
thanks go to the Falter, Pasika and 
Waern families for their contributions 
to our undergraduate and graduate 
scholarship programs. 

Enjoy the Element!

Vasu Appanna 
vappanna@laurentian.ca

Dr Thomas Merritt was recently awarded a Canada Research Chair (CRC) 
Tier II, in Genomics and Bioinformatics.  Dr. Merritt and his research team 

study the genotype and phenotype 
connection in organisms as 
diverse as microbes, fruit flies 
and fish. Both experiments and 
computational techniques are being 
utilized to explore these biological 
phenomena.  This research will 
help our understanding of how 
genetic information results into 
various traits (eye color, shape, etc) 
of an organism.  And maybe one 
can then answer the question how 
individual organisms acquire their 
distinct features.

Ryan Lafraniere (B.Sc. Biochemistry 2009) is scheduled to be an 
Olympic Torchbearer in Sudbury on January 2nd, 2010. As an avid curler, 
Ryan has made a pledge to help create a stronger community, by giving 
back to his sport. Over the years, 
Ryan has completed several courses 
in coaching and become a trained 
Level Three curling coach through 
the National Coaching Certification 
program. More recently, he has 
contributed as a learning facilitator 
with the Northern Ontario Curling 

Association and has delivered 
courses to aspiring 

coaches. 
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Alumnus, Neil Graham (B.Sc. Chemistry, 2005, M.Sc. Chemistry, 
2008), is currently pursuing his Ph.D. at the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland.  Neil studied analytical chemistry under the supervision of 
Dr. G. Spiers.  “This background in analytical chemistry developed at LU 
has enabled me to delve into lake chemistry at the University of Geneva” 
says Neil.  As part of a collaborative endeavor of the Swiss National 
Science Foundation, Neil is monitoring the adverse effects that lakes 

may face in the 21st century from 
such factors as higher freshwater 
demands and pressure on waste 
water treatment. 

New Doctors
Three students defended their 

doctoral theses in Biomolecular 
Sciences. Ms Yimei Jia who 
worked under the supervision 
of Drs A. Omri and H. Joly 
studied nanopharmaceuticals 
with potential anti-microbial 
applications to overcome microbial 
resistance. While Danielle 
Brabant defended her work on 
the molecular aspects of sepsis 
under the supervision of Dr. A. 
Kumar and Nasheili Garcia Alaniz 
evaluated the genetic aspects of 
felids. She was supervised jointly 
by Drs A. Omri and F. Mallory. 

PhD Candidate

Kyle Craftchick is in the fourth year of 
his 5 year Concurrent Education degree 
with Chemistry as his major. As part of 
his concurrent degree, Kyle has already 
done three placements in local schools.  
He is currently completing his thesis 
work in Dr. Shepherd’s lab.   Kyle enjoys 
the lab experience and admits that the 
work is broadening his knowledge in 
electrochemistry.

Undergraduate Student

The 37th annual Southern 
Ontario Undergraduate Student 
Chemistry Conference (SOUSCC) 
was held at Brock University where 
more than 143 delegates from all 
over Ontario were present.    The 
Physical/Computational Chemistry 
division had 17 undergraduate 
students showcase their 4th year 
research work including Laurentian’s 
Scott Smith and Eirik Hjertenaes.  

Scott studies electrochemical systems under the supervision of Dr. J. 
Shepherd. Eirik investigates the dynamics of polymer knots with Dr. G. 
Arteca.  Congratulations to Eirik who won 2nd prize in this category.

Student wins award

At the 8th Keele meeting on the 
natural history of Aluminum, Trest, 
Czech Republic, Joe Lemire gave a 
presentation entitled “Aluminum 
toxicity and energy production 
in human astrocytoma cells: 
Molecular clues to aluminum-
induced neurological diseases”. 
Joe who is working on his Ph.D. 
thesis with Dr. V. Appanna, is the 
recipient of the A. G. Bell Canada 
doctoral and Watson Family 
scholarships

phd candidate

Global DimensionPhD Defense

Student Profile

Conference Corner

International 
Conference
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Chemistry professors Dr. H. 
Joly and Dr. J. Gray-Munro and 
biologist Dr. J. Litzgus hosted a 
fun evening of science for Melanie 
Bosnjak and her girl guides. As 
part of the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math program, 
the girl guides worked through 
three experiments.  One scenario 
led the young girls to chemically 
identify the specific pen used to 
write a “will”, a mathematical 
exercise allowed them to verify 
the statistical distribution of 
individual colors from packages of 
Smarties and the biological feature 
allowed them to monitor turtles 
using tracking equipment.

Pieter Waern, a native of Sudbury has been working as a technologist 
since 1971. Pieter, an alumnus, completed his B.Sc. (honours) in chemistry 
in 1970. Pieter has taught most of the undergraduate laboratories in 
chemistry and biochemistry.  “I have really seen the department grow 
both in its programs and research” commented Pieter. The Waern family 

has been a huge supporter of the 
Department with three generations of 
the Waern`s having studied chemistry 
at LU. They have helped set up the 
Waern scholarship that supports 
undergraduate and graduate education 
in biochemistry and chemistry.  Photo 
left: Pieter next to the new fume hoods 
installed during the summer 2009.

Girl Guides visits

From left to right: Laura Principe, 
Evan Urso, Michael Khouri, François 
Desmarais, Zack Holmes, Aaron 
Cuthberson,  James Khouri and 
Sungwon Han. To join the club or for 
additional information email:
chembiochemclub@laurentian.ca

Laurentian University opened 
its doors to French speaking 11th 
grade students from northern 
Ontario.  These students were on 
Laurentian campus for several days 
and participated in workshops 
hosted by 19 Laurentian University 
professors from various disciplines. 
Photo above: Luc Beaudet, a 
technologist in the Chemistry 
and Biochemistry department 
is demonstrating the amount of 
heat released from a crystallizing 
supersaturated solution... the 
“magic” of chemistry.

Adam Bignucolo, a graduate 
student in the Chemical Sciences 
program working with Dr. V. 
Appanna, participated in his 4th 
season in the left back position on 
the Laurentian Voyageurs soccer 
team.  This memorable season was 
highlighted with a 4-0-1 start,  a 
feat that propelled them to 7th 
rank in Canada. 

Soccer success 

workshops

Officers for 2009/10

Laboratory technologist
Profile

Community       
Involvement

Chemistry & 
Biochemistry Club

Sports

Outreach       
Program
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Thomas Merritt deep-frying a turkey, southern style 
in the canadian snow for our annual department 
potluck party.

Students and staff enjoying a cool, fall morning 
of paintballing organized by the Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Club.

Some members of the graduating class of 2009 
after the defense of their undergraduate theses.

René Bleeker, a graduate student in Dr. Montaut`s 
lab wins the prize for best presentation at the 2nd 
Annual Cancer Drug Discovery Symposium.

Technologists, Luc Beaudet and Paul Guérin, 
entertaining high school students with chemistry 
at the Northern Ontario Career Exhibition.

Faculty members and students at the 92nd 
Canadian Chemistry Conference and Exhibition 
meeting that was held in Hamilton.

A Snapshot of 2009


